
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Principals of Lambton-Kent District School Board, 

Every October Children’s Aid Societies across the province work with boards of education 

and schools to raise awareness about every child and youth’s right to safety and well-being, 

and the responsibility of adults and community services to help children and youth who 

need support. On Ontario Dress Purple Day, we join together to celebrate this community 

that cares for kids. Last year thousands of students and teachers in schools across the 

province participated in the day. This year Ontario Dress Purple Day will take place on 

Wednesday, October 24, 2018.  

We are reaching out to ask if your school will partner with us on Ontario Dress Purple Day 

this year or to consider participating in future years, by hosting a school event that 

celebrates the community that cares for kids and reminds children and youth that help is 

available and that no one is alone. Research has shown that supporting children and youth 

to identify networks of support offers an important prevention tool. This positive message 

aligns with the Ministry of Education’s Well-being Strategy as well as School Mental Health 

Assist’s vision of a province where “students are surrounded by caring adults and 

communities.” 

To support Ontario Dress Purple Day and its focus on helping communities, we are providing 

online classroom resources to support teachers to make it a meaningful and engaging 

learning opportunity for students.  

The Ontario Dress Purple Day materials have been developed for the Ontario Association of 

Children’s Aid Societies (OACAS) by Boost Child & Youth Advocacy Centre and Windsor-

Essex Children’s Aid Society. Both these organizations have decades of experience teaching 

child abuse and neglect prevention in schools. The purpose of the Ontario Dress Purple 

Classroom Resources is to assist teachers to talk about child abuse and neglect in an age 

appropriate manner and to raise awareness among children and youth about helping adults 

and organizations in their network.  

The Ontario Dress Purple Classroom Resources for elementary students are built around the 

theme “It takes a community to care for kids”. The online resources for middle and high 

school students will focus on self-esteem, healthy and unhealthy relationships, and the role 

of adults and social services in helping youth and their friends. Research has shown that 

building self-esteem in the classroom is an important prevention tool for youth. A teacher 

guide is also available that provides information on how to use the lessons and activities, 

how to respond to a disclosure from a child or youth, duty to report, and how Children’s Aid 

Societies work to support children and families. The Ontario Dress Purple Classroom 

Resources are available on the OACAS website at http://www.oacas.org/dresspurpleday/. 

We deeply appreciate the education community’s dedication to the well being of our 

children. Ontario Dress Purple Day provides an opportunity for Children’s Aid Societies and 
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boards of education and schools to continue strengthening our relationships, a key 

recommendation in the inquests into the deaths of Jeffrey Baldwin and Katelynn Sampson. 

As part of enhancing our relationship with your school, we would appreciate the opportunity 

to meet with you and make a presentation to your staff about their duty to report and how 

Chatham-Kent Children’s Services works with children, youth, and families.  You can reach 

us at 519-352-0440. 

We look forward to partnering with you so we can bring this positive message to your school 

community. Together, we are kids’ greatest advocates. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Teri Thomas-Vanos 

Executive Director 


