
 
NCIVS School Council Minutes 
Monday, September 16, 2019 

Rm 105 - 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Jody Charron, Susan Ferguson, Lori Hardy, Nathan Jeffrey, Abbey Kilner, Birgit Lacey, Tracey Machan, 
Christine Murphy, Tara Pace-Jones 
 
1. Welcome, Sign-In & Traditional Territory Acknowledgement 

✓ Tracey Machan welcomed everyone to the meeting.  After everyone in attendance introduced 
themselves, the attendance was recorded. 

✓ Abbey Kilner read the Traditional Territory Acknowledgement.  
 
2. Student Council Update – Abbey Kilner 

✓ Abbey Kilner and Quinn Schmidt are the Student Council Co-Presidents this year. 
✓ The Grade 9 Activity Day will be held tomorrow afternoon if the weather cooperates.   
✓ The nominations forms for Grade 9 Student Council representatives will be available in the main 

office on Wednesday.  Grade 9 students who want to be on Student Council can pick up a 
nomination form and submit their name to be on the ballot.  The following week there will be 
elections.  All the Grade 9 students vote in their homerooms.  The 5 students who earn the most 
votes will represent their grade on Student Council.  Many Grade 9 students have already 
expressed interest in getting involved this year.  Elections for Grade 10, 11 and 12 representatives 
were held last spring. 

✓ Student Council is going to organize a “Mental Health Week” in September. 
✓ Spirit Day will be on Friday, October 11, 2019.  Student Council hopes to have a Spirit Day dance on 

Wednesday, October 9th.  There has not been a school dance in the past several years.   
 
3. School Council Chair Selection 

✓ Mrs. Ferguson explained the role of the School Council Chair.   In recent years, the position has 
often been shared between two people.  Tracey Machan, one of last year’s Co-Chairs, was selected 
to be the Chair of Northern’s School Council for the 2019/2020 school year.  If anyone is interested 
in being a co-chair, they are asked to contact Mrs. Ferguson. 
 

4. Principal’s Items – Mrs. Ferguson 

• September Start-Up 
✓ Over the summer Mr. Stenton was named the Principal at Alexander Mackenzie.  As a result, Mr. 

Nathan Jeffrey has joined the Northern administrative team as a Vice-Principal.  Mr. Jeffrey came 
from LCCVI where he was the vice-principal for 3 years. 

✓ There are 3 new teachers on staff: J. Donner joined the Science Department, K. Dayman is teaching 
English and K. Haney is in the Language Department. 

✓ There are two LTOs in the building helping to cover various leaves: K. Herdman & T. Flaminino. 
✓ Registration in August was very busy as usual.  There were a number of students that moved into 

the area over the summer.   
✓ Last spring, Mrs. Ferguson estimated there would be 1131 students at Northern this year.  The 

current registration is 1136 students.   
 

• New LKDSB Director of Education 
✓ Tom Howitt is the new Director of Education for the Lambton Kent District School Board.   



✓ Mr. Howitt has several areas that he intends to focus on over the next year.  Graduation rates are 
one such area.   There were 158 early leavers across the board and this number has been increasing 
in recent years.   Early leavers are students who don’t graduate in 4 or 5 years.  Mr. Howitt wants to 
examine the reasons that students are leaving high school without graduating. 

✓ Mr. Howitt also wants to focus on the number of students enrolling in academic vs. applied courses.  
The LKDSB has the highest percentage of students taking applied courses in the province.  The board 
wants to look at why so many students are going into the applied stream.  Only 61% of students in 
the LKDSB take academic classes, while 74% of students across the province take academic courses.  
At Northern, 81% of students enrol in academic classes.    
 

• Construction Update 
✓ The library and the cafeteria both have new windows.  The windows are larger and make the areas 

much brighter. 
✓ The roof is finished. 
✓ The contractors are still working on the Indian Road façade.  The final piece of the façade won’t be 

arriving until November.  The board was aware that the façade won’t be completed on time.   
✓ There was a flood in the main office in the summer after one of the big rain storms in August.  

Luckily, the office manager happened to be in the building and discovered the problem so 
everything could be cleaned up quickly. 

✓ The bike racks have been temporarily moved from the front of the school (on Indian Road) to the 
south side of the school on Michigan Ave (by the student parking lot.)  

✓ Several parents said their kids preferred the new location because they feel the location is more 
visible.  Mrs. Ferguson said that they will consider this feedback when they decide where to 
permanently place the bike racks. 
 

• Grade 9 Parents’ Night 
✓ The Grade 9 Parents’ Night last week was cancelled due to the big rain storm.  There was some 

flooding in the school.  The custodians worked very hard to quickly clean up the school.  
✓ The Grade 9 Parents’ Night has been re-scheduled to this Wednesday (Sept. 18). 

 

• Social Workers 
✓ Megan Daly, the social worker who was at Northern last spring, is back at Northern. 
✓ The board has hired 4 social workers for this year. 
✓ Megan will be shared among two other high schools.  It is thought that Megan will be at Northern 2 

days a week. 
 

• Attendance Support Program 
✓ The LKDSB has unveiled a new Attendance Support Program for all board employees.  After 10 

absences, employees will be offered support to deal with their attendance issues.  
 

• Prevalent Student Medical Conditions 
✓ Parents of students who have prevalent medical conditions (ex. asthma. anaphylaxis, diabetes, 

epilepsy) are kindly asked to fill out and return the information package that was mailed home 
earlier in September.  This information is needed so that the school can better respond to student 
medical conditions. 

✓ The secretaries are calling parents who have not yet returned these forms.   
 
 



• School Cash Online 
✓ 70% of parents at Northern are using School Cash Online.  Northern is putting everything on School 

Cash Online this year.  Many parents in attendance said they love the convenience of School Cash 
Online.  Staff also find it very convenient to use for sports teams and class trips. 
 

• Change in School Bell Times 
✓ The issue is the amount of time between classes.  The breaks between the classes in the morning 

and the classes in the afternoon are currently 10 minutes. 10 minutes is more than enough time to 
move between classes.   For some students, it is a little too much time.  The school is looking at 
reducing each break to 5 minutes.  With a shorter break, the end of the school day would move 
from 2:30 pm to 2:20 pm.  The only issue will be to determine if the bus companies can 
accommodate an earlier pick-up time. 

✓ Mr. Jeffrey asked for feedback from parents.  Parents were supportive of the idea.  
✓ The new schedule, if approved, would not start until next year. 

 

• Post-Secondary Night – Sept. 30, 2019 
✓ Mr. Scott has set up a Google Classroom for graduating students.  He is posting information and 

opportunities for graduating students (ex. scholarships info, important deadlines, information 
sessions). 

✓ There is a bus trip for Grade 12 students to the Ontario Universities Fair in Toronto on September 
27.  The bus is full.  Parents are welcome to go to the fair with their children.  It runs Friday, Sept. 
27 through Sunday, Sept. 29, 2019 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. 

✓ The Grade 12 Parents Night is September 30 at 7pm.  Parents of Grade 11 students may also find 
the information useful.   

 
5. Parent Issues and Questions 

• Parent Teacher Interviews 
✓ Last year, there were some complaints about the length of lines at Parent-Teachers interviews.  

Everyone agrees this is an issue.  Parents suggested that teacher contact info (e-mail address and 
phone extension) be posted by their names so that parents could e-mail teachers if the lines were 
too long.  Another parent suggested having a sign-up list that parents could sign and request a 
teacher phone call or e-mail rather than waiting.   

✓ One parent asked about inviting community organizations to set up information displays at Parent 
Teacher Interviews.  Mr. Jeffrey’s said that last year at LCCVI the school invited several 
organizations (ex. Rebound, Community Health) to Parents Night.  Mr. Jefferies said that the 
community organizations felt it was worthwhile.   

✓ Another parent suggested that the school have Spirit Wear available for parents to view on Parent 
Teacher Interview evening.  Some parents might like to purchase Spirit Wear for Christmas gifts for 
their children.  

 

• SHSM – Specialist High Skills Major 
✓ A parent asked if the school still offers the SHSM program.  The school has 5 SHSM programs – 

Health & Wellness, Arts & Culture, Information & Communication Technology and Energy and the 
Trades. 

✓ There are lots of opportunities for students.  Students Services does a good job of advertising these 
opportunities to students but students must take the initiative to sign up. 
 
 



 

• School Calendar Magnets 
✓ Parents liked the school calendar magnets.  The school calendar magnets have been mailed home.  

Mrs. Ferguson thanked School Council for supporting the magnets.   
 

• Northern Sign 
✓ A parent asked if Northern would be getting an electronic sign at the corner of Michigan Ave. and 

Indian Rd.  This is an item that has been discussed for many years.  Mrs. Ferguson said that they are 
still hoping to get a new sign. 
 

• Bus Lanes 
✓ A parent asked if Northern would still be getting the bus lane on Indian Rd. that was discussed last 

spring.  Mrs. Ferguson said that the construction was divided into 3 phases.  The construction this 
past summer was only Phase 1 of 3.  She is unsure whether there will be bus lanes in a future 
construction phase.   

 

• Guest Speakers and direction for the year 
✓ Parents agreed that they would like some guest speakers again this year.  There are currently 30 

international students at Northern.  A guest speaker about International students would be 
interesting.  Parents also requested that Mr. Scott, the Head of Student Services, come again this 
year. 

 
 6.   Meeting Adjourned 

✓ Next Meeting:  Monday, November 18, 2019 at 7:00 pm in Room 105. 
 

 


