
 NCIVS School Council Minutes 
Monday, May 14, 2018 
Rm 126/128 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Jody Charron, Susan Ferguson, Judy Garrett, Lyne Guthrie, Lori Hardy, Birgit Lacey, Nannan Liu, 
Linette McNamara, Tara Pace-Jones, Tracy Simpson, Sue Tomback, Bonnie Watson-Helps 
 
1. Welcome, Sign-In & Traditional Territory Acknowledgement 

 Susan Ferguson, Northern’s Principal, read the Traditional Territory Acknowledgement and 
welcomed everyone. 

 
2. Student Council Update – Mrs. Garrett 

 The Student Council Co-Presidents were unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to other 
commitments. 

 Student Council is now accepting nominations for next year’s Co-Presidents.  In order to run for this 
position, at least one member of the pair must have past experience being on Student Council.  If 
more than one team of Co-Presidents apply, then elections will be held in late May. 

 Applications for Grade Representatives are also being accepted.  Following the selection of next 
year’s Co-Presidents, there will be an election for Grade Representatives (Gr. 10-12) in June. There 
are 5 grade representatives elected for each grade level.   

 The election for Grade 9 Student Council Representatives will occur in September. 
 

3. Principal’s Items 

 Grade 8 to 9 Transition – Heads Up, Head Start 
 Mrs. Colvin, Northern’s Resource teacher, has started the “Heads Up, Head Start” program for next 

year’s Grade 9 students who have been identified as needing extra supports.  The program consists 
of 5 after school sessions which will teach students study skills, time management skills, etc.  
Students are also able to become more familiar with the Resource room, the school and school 
routines (ex. practice opening lockers) and supports offered by the school.  About 10-15 students 
from various feeder schools have been attending.   
 

 Prom 
 The prom went well.  There were new staff advisors who along with a group of students helped to 

organize the prom this year.  The students commented that they had a great time.   
  

 YMCA Celebration of Youth Awards 
 The Celebration of Youth Awards honor local youth, 17-20 years of age whose outstanding talents 

and achievements have made a difference in our community.  The awards ceremony was held last 
week and 5 students from Northern received awards.  
 

 High School Musical   
 The Drama and Music departments combined to put on “High School Musical” this past weekend.  

A parent who attended said, “It was awesome!”   
 
 
 
 
 



 Calendar Review 
 

May June July 

1 Let’s Face It 1 
Charlene Mahon – Understanding 
and Motivating Our Youth – GLSS 
– 6:00 PM 

3-5 
Report cards / newsletter / OSSLT 
results mailed home 

2 Heads Up Head Start 

8 

P.D. Day 3-5 
Timetables and locker information 
mailed home for students who 
pre-registered 

4 
Student Art Show – Lawrence 
House (ends May 24) 

Graduation – 7 PM 17 Last day for mark changes 

5 Prom 13-14 EQAO Math August 

7-11 Education Week 14 

Dr. Michael Unger – Nine Things 
Troubled Kids Need From Their 
Parents – GLSS – 6:00 PM 
(Registration Required) 

27-29 Administration in office 

 Full Disclosure 

18 

Locker Cleanout (period A) / 
Textbook check 

28 

Grade 9 Registration 
8:30am -  9:30 registration 
9:30am -  12:00pm orientation   
 *All grade 9 students are welcome 
to come at 9:30 am for orientation 
activities 

9 Heads Up Head Start School Council Meeting – 7 PM 29 

Grade 10, 11 & 12 Registration  
8:30am -  11:00am 
12:00pm -  3:00pm 
4:00pm -  6:00pm 

10-
12 

High School Musical 
21 

Lock Return – Period D – 10:55 
AM 

Summer 
Office 

Hours: 
 

Mondays – Thursdays: 
8:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
12:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
Office closed Mon., July 2/Mon., 
Aug. 6 
Regular Mon.-Fri. hours resume 
Aug. 20 

14 School Council Meeting – 7 PM Period A Exams – 12:00 – 2:00   

16 Heads Up Head Start 22 Period B Exams – 8:30 – 10:30   

21 Victoria Day 25 Period C Exams – 8:30 – 10:30   

22-
24 

Grade 9 Literacy Diagnostic – 
Period C 

26 Period D Exams – 8:30 – 10:30 
  

23 Heads Up Head Start 

29 
 

P.D. Day   

30 Student Vote (Period D) 

Exam Review for Students  
10:00-10:15 – Period A 
10:15-10:30 – Period B 
10:30-10:45 – Period C 
10:45-11:00 – Period D 

  

31 Spring Concert – 7 PM     

 

 Early Bird Registration 
 Pre-registration for the 2018-2019 school year is now available.   Pre-registration is $35 which 

includes the activity fee, student card and lock & locker rental.  Students may also purchase next 
year’s yearbook for $50.  Students who pre-register will receive their timetable in the mail in July.  

 There are two ways to pre-register.  Parents can pay via School Cash Online from the convenience 
of home or parents/students can pay via cash or cheque in the main office from 7:30 AM-4:00 PM. 

 Registration will be held at the end of August for students who do not pre-register. 



 All grade 9 students are invited to attend registration on August 28th as the peer mentors will be 
hosting orientation activities to help with the transition to high school. 
 

 School Cash Online 
 School Cash Online is going well.  Approximately 20% of the school population is already registered 

and using School Cash Online.  More students are registering every day. 
 

 Final Exams 
 Northern is following the A, B, C, D schedule that we used in January.  Exams are starting at 12 pm 

on Thursday, June 21st (Period A exams).  On the following days, all exams will begin at 8:30 am.  If 
there are bus cancellations or delays, the Board’s inclement weather policy will be available on the 
school’s website. 

 Exam review is scheduled for Friday, June 29 from 10 am – 11 am.  Students are encouraged to 
come and view their final exams.  

 

 Staffing 
  Judy Garrett, Northern’s vice principal, is retiring in June.  Tiffany Cadotte will be Northern’s new 

vice-principal for students in grades 10 and 11 in September.   
 Two years ago, Ms. Ferguson predicted that Northern would have 1073 students in September but 

we actually had 1100.   
 Next year, Northern expects to have 269 Grade 9 students and 1135 students in total which is an 

increase overall. 
 There will be some new teachers in the building next year.  Mary Martin, a geography teacher, is 

retiring in June.  Daniel Devries, an English teacher, retired this Spring.  There are 5 postings for 
positions at Northern that are currently open.  Teachers from other schools have the opportunity 
to transfer to Northern before the postings are opened up to new hires. 
 

 Summer Construction 
 During last summer’s construction, the PA system in the office was updated.  This summer, all the 

wiring is going to be stripped and the PA system in each class is going to be updated to a digital 
system.  In addition, each classroom will have a digital clock.  There will also be more speakers 
around the outside of the school.  Strobe lighting will be added to the outside of the building.  
These changes will enable the office to communicate with classes outside in the event of an 
emergency. 

 There is some foundation work occurring in the southeast and the southwest corners of the school. 
 There is also the potential that the Student Success room will move closer to the Resource 

department to create a Student Success / Resource Hub. 
 The school will be closed to staff and the public for the summer.  Only the office staff will remain.  

Graduating students will be able to park in the west parking lot (in front of the main office) to pick 
up their diplomas. 

 A parent asked if the south parking lot and the east parking lots would be open.  Ms. Ferguson did 
not know the answer to this question as they have not yet had the construction planning meeting 
with the Board officials. 

 
4. Updates 

 At the last meeting, a parent stated that she felt there was too much information on the calendar 
that she downloaded from the school’s website.  For example, the parent did not want to see when 
the School Board meetings were.  The parent wanted to know if the calendar could only show the 



events that related directly to Northern.  Ms. Ferguson stated that it is not possible to select only 
certain events – it is all or nothing. 

 
 
 
5.  Parent Issues 

 Boys Bathroom Issues 
 A parent said her son had issues with the boys’ bathroom on the main floor.  Issues included doors 

that did not lock and the lack of hot water at certain taps.  The parent was asked to have her son 
come and talk to Mrs. Garrett about the issues.  Mrs. Garrett will then relay the information to the 
custodians. 

 If there are concerns such as this, please have your child come to the office to report the issue, or 
parents / guardians are welcome to call to let the office know. 

 

 Smoking Area 
 A parent stated that as she was giving someone a tour of the city, they drove by Northern and 

there was a large crowd of students in front of the school smoking and vaping.  The parent found it 
embarrassing and felt it reflected poorly on the school. 

 Two years ago, there were fewer than 10 students smoking in the smoking area.  However, the 
numbers have increased as vaping has increased in popularity.  There are approximately 40 
students that are vaping in the smoking area at various times of the day.  Students often view 
vaping as a safer alternative to cigarettes.   

 Vaping is the act of inhaling vapor produced by a vaporizer or electronic cigarette.  The vapor is 
produced from a material such as an e-liquid which consists of a propylene glycol and vegetable 
glycerin base, flavorings, and may or may not contain nicotine. 

 Chatham-Kent has by-laws that govern vaping.  Unfortunately, Sarnia is behind and doesn’t yet 
have any by-laws.  The provincial and federal governments are working on legislation to address 
vaping.  

 Schools can set aside an area for students to smoke.  If students weren’t able to smoke at the front 
of the school, they would be standing on the median in the middle of the road or on neighbour’s 
lawns, which would not be very safe.   

 The smoking area is at the front of the school, in front of the main office, so that administrators can 
closely monitor the area. 
 

 Cellphone Use 
 A parent asked what the current situation with cell phones is.  This topic was discussed at great 

length several months ago.  Ms. Ferguson replied that she is seeing more teachers using cellphones 
productively and regularly in their classrooms (ex. Quiz net, Kahoot, etc.) 

 Ms. Ferguson also relayed that she talked to a student last week who said that when she stopped 
bringing her cellphone to school, her marks increased.  The student said it was hard at first but the 
student is now happy that she did it.  If a class does an activity with their phones, teachers will 
bring some Ipads to the class for students who do not have a cell phone. 

 Next year, all Grade 9 and 10 students will have board issued iPads. 
 

 Rumors and Safety 
 A parent said that her daughter was scared to go to school one morning last month after a rumor 

circulated about a possible threat.  Someone took a picture of threatening graffiti on a bathroom 



wall in another school and tweeted it.  The graffiti was not at a school in Sarnia.  Chatham-Kent 
Police dealt with the issue but the next day, the rumor spread to Northern and St. Patricks .   

 The parent went directly to the school website and found a letter from the director explaining the 
situation and was able to talk to her child about the issue. 

 The parent wondered if maybe the school should have used the voice message system to address 
this issue with parents.   Many parents do not regularly view the school website. 

 The school administration was not themselves aware of the situation until they arrived at school 
that morning.  As a result, there were discussions with senior administration regarding how 
communication could be improved for future events. 

 Several parents did call the school that morning and parents were told there were no issues.  An 
announcement was also made to the student body to alleviate concerns.   

 The school is moving towards sending more messages via e-mail.   Another parent suggested that 
text messages would also be a very useful method of communication for parents.  Ms. Ferguson 
will investigate whether the current system has the ability to send texts as well. 

 

 Cafeteria Food – Prices and Quality 
 A parent and his child recently had lunch during a track meet at another local high school.  The 

student commented on how much better and cheaper the food was at this other school.  The 
parent inquired as to why Northern’s cafeteria food is poor quality and expensive.  

 Another parent stated that her child also thought the food was poor quality. 
 Northern’s cafeteria is contracted out to Chartwells.   
 A parent expressed her feeling that if there is a problem with the food, she feels it is the school’s 

responsibility to fix the issue on behalf of the students.  
 Ms. Ferguson stated that she hasn’t received any complaints about the cafeteria.   However, if 

people bring complaints to the administration, they will certainly investigate the issue. 
 

 French Immersion 
 A parent asked if there are any statistics about the success of the French immersion program.  For 

example, how many students start high school in the French Immersion program?  How many 
students graduate with the 10 credit French immersion certificate?  How many students graduate 
with the 6 credit certificate in extended French studies?  How do Northern’s numbers compare 
with other schools in the Board and the province?  The parent would like to discuss this issue at a 
later meeting, possibly in the Fall. 

 

 Summer Field Use 
 A parent asked if community teams have access to the restrooms inside the school when the teams 

rent Northern’s back field in the summer. 
 Community sports teams using the back field never have access to the inside of the school in the 

summer (or at any other time of the year.) 
 
 6.   Meeting Adjourned 

 Next Meeting:  Monday, June 18th, 2018 at 7:00 pm in Room 128. 
 

 


