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Our final month of 2022 
 

It is hard to believe that we are now just one month away from the end of the 
year and the opportunity for some new beginnings.  I encourage you and your 
family to look back at all the experiences you have had during the 2022 year.  
These may well be a combination of positive and challenging times.  As we 
remind our students in the learning process, there is always something that we 
can learn from each situation we experience.  Setting goals and reflecting upon 
where you would like to go in the future is another big part of transitioning from 
one year ending to another beginning.  While this is not a suggestion that 
anything needs to change, this is simply a time to review goals and the steps 
needed to achieve these goals.  This is something that our teachers complete 
with their students at report card periods, where the students reflect upon their 
achievements and set goals for themselves moving forward.   

Over the holiday break, we hope that everyone has a chance to connect with 
family and friends, begin or carry-on seasonal traditions, share some comradery 
and have some time to rest and relax before classes begin on January 9th, 2023. 

From the entire Wildcat staff, we wish everyone a happy holiday and all the best 
in 2023. 
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Save the Date 

On Thursday, December 15th, the school will be hosting a family movie night where families can 
attend a movie on the big screen in the gym, purchase snacks and enjoy some holiday festivities.  
Details such as the movie title, start time, cost and refreshments available will be shared in the near 
future. 

 

Progress Reports and Student Led Conferences 

Progress reports were sent home November 11th.  We are appreciative to the families who attended 
the Student Led Conferences during the afternoon and evening on November 17th and the morning 
of November 18th.  If you were unable to attend the conference dates because of scheduling 
conflicts or illness, please reach out to your child’s teacher and plan to have a conference when the 
two schedules will allow. 

 

Keeping our students and school healthy 

At the present, we have a very large number of our students and staff who are experiencing illness.  
This is said to come from a ‘triple threat’ of seasonal flu, Covid, and RSV (Respiratory syncytial 
virus).  I have attached a graphic from Chatham Kent Public Health with suggestions for families 
dealing with sick children.  We are asking that you please be responsible in keeping your child(ren) 
home until they are well enough to return to prevent as much spread as we can.   

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Early in December, the Scholastic Book Fair will be arriving to the school.  This event will begin 
after December 7th when the materials arrive and run until the materials need to be returned Dec 
17th.. Different times throughout the breaks at school, students will be allowed to shop. There will be 
afterschool shopping opportunities on December 12th, 13th, and 14th  from 4:00pm until 6:00pm.  We 
will have shopping on December 15th from 4:00pm until 6:30pm before our Family Movie event. 
These will be excellent opportunities to purchase books and gifts ahead of the holiday season. 

 

Lost and Found 

We have a very large collection of items which have been lost by students.  Our staff has worked at 
organizing them and displaying them for students to be able to claim.  We hate seeing these items 
remain unclaimed and then end up being donated to local programs.  We are asking that parents 
please label clothing items before sending them to school and then we will do our best to get them 
returned to the rightful owner. 

 
School Playground 

Our school playground is now closed for the winter.  The playground equipment becomes too 
dangerous during the fall and winter months with the accumulation of snow and ice, as well as with 
students wearing winter clothing such as scarves that can potentially get caught in the equipment.  
While at school, students will be directed to find other areas to engage in play during their before 
school and nutrition break times.  We appreciate the reinforcement from parents regarding this 
policy. 

 



 

Free Community Dinner 
The Pit Crew Café is offering a free turkey dinner on Sunday, December 25th with takeout from 2-5 
pm.  If you can pre-order, the group can better prepare the food.  Any donations will be given to 
charity.  The Pit Crew Café is located at 254 Talbot Street West, in Blenheim and can be reached 
by calling 519-494-1488. 

 

Christmas Food Hampers 

We recognize that there are families in our community who are less fortunate and around the 
holiday time we are hoping to bring some joy and light into their world.  Our school Multidisciplinary 
Team has set up boxes at the end of each corridor to collect items which students wish to donate.  
Items such as toys, gift cards, winter wear, hygiene products as well as non-perishable food items 
with long expiry dates are suggestions as to what is most useful and will not go to waste.  Our 
collection will wrap up Monday, December 12th when the items will be donated to the Blenheim 
Ministerial Association in time for them to get the items sorted and packaged for the holidays.  We 
appreciate any support we receive.  

 
December Spirit Days 
Our school Multidisciplinary team is very involved with improving student wellbeing within the 
school environment to make students feel part of a community and foster positive experiences at 
school.  This team has organized a series of spirit days leading up the holiday break.  The themes 
and dates are as follows: 
December 19th – Ugly Sweater Day 
December 20th – Christmas Character Day 
December 21st – Festive Sock Day 
December 22nd – Winter PJ Day 
December 23rd – Red and Green Day 
 

Indigenous Book Donations 

Students from Grade one to four received a copy of "A Walk in Nature" by Janne I. Peters, a 
Caldwell FN community member. The book was written to be a storywalk around Tulip Tree Trail in 
Rondeau and translates well to the printed version. The story touches on themes of generational 
learning and giving thanks to everyone/thing around us. The book is written in English, with 
Anishinaabemowin words throughout. There is also a "keywords" page at the beginning that will 
allow the kids to learn basic greetings. The book has been a huge success in Rondeau, and the 
park is pleased that they can now offer this cultural opportunity that connects directly with a local 
protected area to students who may not be able to make it out to the park.  Jess Matthews, Chief 
Park Naturalist/Discovery Program Specialist at Rondeau Provincial Park made this opportunity 
possible. 
 
School Council Meeting 
Our next meeting is scheduled for January 24th at 6:30 pm in the Learning Commons/Library.  The 
council is always looking for new members as well as folks who are willing to give of their time for 
special events.  

 

 
 


