Appendix 2.15.1

LAMBTON KENT DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

SPECIAL NEEDS TRANSPORTATION – TRAINING

Transportation for students with special needs is provided across our region based on the identified needs of the student through Chatham Kent Lambton Administrative School Service “CLASS”.  Wherever possible, CLASS seeks to integrate students with special needs into traditional full-sized bus routes. If that integration is not possible, a mini-size school bus will generally be used (seating capacities up to 30 passengers) for special needs transportation and may be configured to also transport students in wheelchairs. The special needs routes are individually redesigned each year and may include planning for additional supports such as a nurse, EA, or service animal assigned to a student, and additional modifications such as harnesses or oxygen storage.
CLASS staff members and the employees of independently-contracted student transportation companies are committed to the safe and efficient transportation of all passengers. To be effective in this commitment, it is important that these personnel have an awareness and appreciation of the unique challenges faced by passengers with special needs. To better accommodate this, all staff may have access to identified medical details for students such as: allergens, seizures, asthma, and certain medical equipment the student may carry.

In addition to each driver obtaining a valid Class “B” or “E” license to drive a school bus or minivan, and vehicle equipment specific training (i.e. wheelchair lift use / wheelchair loading / securement etc.) each driver performing CLASS routes must complete additional training as outlined in the table below. The independently contracted school bus operator is required to keep accurate records of all employee training and make them available to CLASS when requested.

	DRIVER TRAINING SCHEDULE
	Initial
	Annually
	Every Three Years

	Safety
	
	
	

	Emergency Preparedness Training (First Aid, Epi-pen or similar generic devices) and CPR
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	Bus Evacuation, Accident Procedures, Fire Extinguisher
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	Lost Child, Late Bus, Late Parent and Ride Refusals Procedures
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	Child check training for both electronic and manual process
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	Refresh on School Bus Driver Improvement Course Principles (SBDIC) 
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	Legislative
	
	
	

	Management and Reporting of Bullying Bill 157
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	Awareness of Racial and Ethno cultural Issues (Human Rights)
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	Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Customer Service Training and Integrated Accessibility Standards Regulation (AODA)
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	Bill 13 (Accepting Schools Act)
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	Bill 20 (Ryan’s Law)
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	Legislative (continued)
	
	
	

	Student Information Confidentiality
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	Behavioral Management
	
	
	

	Awareness of Sensitivity for Special Needs Students
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	Student Management, Maintaining and Reporting Bus Discipline
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	Conflict Management
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	CLASS Policies
	
	
	

	Policies and Procedures of the Consortium as per Schedule Z
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	Drivers Qualifications and Responsibilities Schedule F
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