DESIGNING QUALITY ASSESSMENT TASKS
PURPOSE:  

This assessment tool may be helpful in determining the quality of assessment tasks that teachers create to gather evidence of student learning at the end of a period of learning.  Teachers should also consider the criteria when examining any tasks they have obtained from colleagues or published resources.

	CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING ASSESSMENT TASKS:  TO INFORM AND IMPROVE STUDENT PERFORMANCE
	TO A LIMITED DEGREE
	TO SOME DEGREE
	TO A CONSIDERABLE DEGREE
	TO A HIGH DEGREE

	1. The task addresses the key curriculum learning expectations within the subject(s).
	
	
	
	

	2. The task addresses multiple categories of the Achievement Chart.
	
	
	
	

	3. The task allows students to demonstrate achievement at any of the four levels.
	
	
	
	

	4. The task is appropriate, meaningful, engaging and authentic.
	
	
	
	

	5. The task builds on prior knowledge and experience.
	
	
	
	

	6. The task contains assessment/evaluation criteria that has been shared and modelled for students.
	
	
	
	

	7. The task allows opportunities for the various methods of say, do, and write.
	
	
	
	

	8. The task should consider students’ individual needs.
	
	
	
	

	9. The task should include and value student and teacher reflection.
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7.1


	EVALUATING THE QUALITY OF A PERFORMANCE TASK

	QUALITY CRITERION
	EVALUATION OF TASK*

(() or (x)
	MAINTAIN / MODIFY / CHANGE

	Task provides evidence of essential learning
	
	

	Task demands innovation and creativity on the part of the student
	
	

	Task presents students with an engaging challenge that requires persistence to complete
	
	

	Task engages students in problem solving and decision making
	
	

	Task is appropriate for all students
	
	

	If task involves co-operative groups, there is provision for individual accountability
	
	

	Assessment criteria for task reflects the essential learning
	
	

	Assessment criteria are communicated in student-friendly language before students begin work
	
	


* Meets individual criterion or is substandard.

7.2

EXAMINING MY CO-OPERATIVE GROUP LEARNING 
ASSESSMENT PRACTICES
R = Rarely    S = Sometimes   C = Consistently

	GUIDELINE
	CURRENT PRACTICE
	MAINTAIN / MODIFY /

CHANGE PRACTICE

	
	R

(
	S

(
	C

(
	

	1. Ensure fair and appropriate grouping of students for summative tasks.
	
	
	
	

	2. Clearly indicate timelines and due dates for the process components and the final products to impress upon students the need to be responsible to the group.
	
	
	
	

	3. Provide students with appropriate teacher, self and / or peer assessment tools
	
	
	
	

	4. Ensure that each student has fully understood the essential learning included in the task by including a brief written or oral defence as a check for understanding.
	
	
	
	

	5. Assign an individual mark to each student for a work log or journal used to record learning during the process.
	
	
	
	

	6. Assess each student individually for work habits demonstrated during the process.
	
	
	
	

	7. Assign a group mark* to any product that the group is responsible for, such as a model or an audio-visual presentation.
	
	
	
	

	8. Provide opportunities for students to assess their own work and that of their peers.
	
	
	
	

	9. All marks, scores, or levels for all components of the task are assigned by the teacher, not by the students.
	
	
	
	


* Mark may be a rubric level or letter grade.
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