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For the 2016-17 School Year, the Lambton Kent District School Board will have a total 

combined Operating and Capital budget of $260.37 Million dollars.  This budget is based 

on the Ministry Grants for Education Funding 2016-17 as released on March 24, 2016.  

Total Provincial Education funding for this new budget year is projected to be $22.9 Billion 

dollars, an average of $11,709 per pupil.  While this Provincial funding amount is stable 

year-over-year, about two-thirds of GSN funding is enrolment based.  The declining 

enrolment in our board has a significant impact on GSN funding requiring cost saving 

measures to be implemented. 

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS: 

The 2016-2017 school year budget for the Lambton Kent DSB totals $260.37 Million.  The 

following chart summarizes all expenditures into the four major categories: 

 

 

The budget is in compliance with Ministry enveloping requirements and Ministry class size 

regulations and includes $1.6M of Board Reserves. 

 
 

Salaries  
$178,478,370  

Benefits  
$26,124,627  

Supplies Services 
Other  $41,655,834  

Capital Projects 
Equipment  

$14,114,263  

LKDSB 2016-17 Budget {Total Expenditures = $ 260,373,094} 
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REVENUE BUDGET for 2015-16: 
 
This revenue forecast is based on the Grants for Student Needs (GSN) education funding 

model, which determines the board’s operating grants and school renewal grants provided 

by the Ministry of Education.  There are four (4) major categories of grants to the GSN 

funding model, these are:  Pupil Foundation Grant, School Foundation Grant, Special 

Purpose Grants and the Pupil Accommodation Grant. 

 

Total revenues from the province are estimated at $252.96 M.  The budget estimates also 

include other sources of revenue in the amount of $5.81 M. which is comprised of fees 

from our Native student population, Visa students, earned interest and rental revenue and 

earned interest.  Finally there is a one-time draw on reserves in the amount of $1,600,000 

to provide assistance for Board priority student and project supports. 
 

EXPENDITURE BUDGET FOR 2016-17: 
 

2016 – 17 BUDGET SUMMARY (MILLIONS) 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES = $ 260.37 M 

 
Classroom Categories: 

 

  Classroom Teachers $ 135.42 
  Supply Teachers 4.18 
  Teacher Assistants & ECE’s 18.57 
  Textbooks & Classroom Supplies 7.15 
  Computers 2.82 
  Professionals & Paraprofessionals 5.87 
  Library & Guidance 4.20 
  Staff Development 0.46 
  Department Heads 0.44 
Non-Classroom Categories:  
  Principals, & Vice-principals    11.52 
  School Office 6.19 
  Consultants & Co-ordinators 2.37 
  Board Administration & Trustees 6.73 
  School Operations    23.97 
  Continuing Education .81 
  Transportation    12.36 
  School Renewal 
  Approved Debt 
  Ministry EPO funding Outside GSN 

12.32 
4.32 

.67 
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Provincial Education Funding 
The government has committed $22.9 Billion dollars to public education to be allocated to 
school boards through the Grants for Student Needs (GSN) funding formula.  This budget 
supports Ontario’s public educational policies and programs including:  the success and 
well-being of every student, achieving excellence, ensuring equity and enhancing public 
confidence.  There is renewed focus on funding that supports equity in education which is 
an important goal of Ontario’s Renewed Vision for Education. 
 
There are key changes being phased-in to some of the GSN funding formulas that are 
designed to require boards to assess their underutilized surplus school space and plan 
accordingly.  These changes are being made to:  Top-up funding and School Operation 
benchmarks; the School Foundation Grant; the Geographic Circumstance Grant; and the 
Declining Enrolment Adjustment Grant. 
 

A. Key Budget Initiatives: 
• Top-up funding changes under the School Facility Operation & Renewal Grant 

continue under the tree year phase in.  Base Top-up funding will be completely 
eliminated over three years.  The Enhanced Top-up will continue however new 
eligibility criteria will apply and schools that are eligible will receive top-up to 
100% of capacity.  Eligible school criteria are as follows: elementary school that 
is at least 20 km away from the next closest secondary school of the board. 

• School Foundation Grant – A new allocation model to fund principals, vice-
principals and office support staff.  This method will shift funding away from very 
small schools that are not isolated. (3 year phase in). 

• Geographic Circumstances Grant – The Rural and Small Communities allocation 
part is being phased out over three-years. 

• Declining Enrolment Grant is being reduced to require school boards to adjust 
more quickly to declining enrolment. 

• Central labour agreements are included in the 2016-17 GSN, which also 
includes 2015-16 GSN amendments..  

• Transformation of employee health, life and dental benefits through the 
formation and management of provincial benefit trusts. 

• Updates for equity in education, including investment in First Nation, Metis, and 
Inuit education leads in every school board. 

• Transfer of several existing Ministry of Education programs, previously funded 
through EPO (Education Program Other), into the 2016-17 GSN.  Impacted 
programs include funding for library staff, outdoor education, Managing 
Information for Student Achievement (MISA) Local Capacity Initiative and 
Technology Enable Learning and Teaching Contacts. 

• $1.25B over three years ($500M in 2016-17) to continue and expand the School 
Condition and Improvement (SCI) funding.  This program supports school 
renewal projects in order to provide safe and healthy learning environments.  
There have been changes in how this funding is provided to school board which 
has seen a re-allocation occur, resulting in a reduced funding level for the 
LKDSB. 
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Key Budget Initiatives (Cont’d): 
• The Student Transportation grant has been increased provincially by 2% to help 

boards manage increased costs.  The LKDSB will realize an increase of 1.75% 
in our Student Transportation grant. 

• 2% increase to the Plant operations benchmark to support commodity price 
increases and a 3.5% increase inelectricity funding component.  

• Special education funding, beginning in 2016-17, will change with the High 
Needs Amount (HNA) allocation being renamed to the Differentiated Special 
Education Needs Amount (DSENA) allocation. 

 
. 

B. Funding Outside the Grants for Student Needs 
• $104.1M to be allocated to school boards for EPO funded priority education 

initiatives.  From this amount, $79.4M has been allocated on a board-by-board 
basis. 

• Renewed Math Strategy – This strategy provides an early years to Grade 12 
integrated approach that is responsive to the mathematics learning and teaching 
experiences of children, students and educators.  The LKDSB is receiving 
$656,647 under this strategy. 
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1. The Average Daily Enrolment (ADE) is the major factor used in the 

calculation of the Funding Allocations for all school boards. 
 

2. The Ministry uses two count dates to determine the ADE, these will be on 
October 31, 2016 and March 31, 2017.  Full Day JK/SK program was fully 
implemented in 2014-15. 
 

3. Tuition Students:  Provincial grants fund the education programs for students 
that are defined by the Ministry as pupils of the board.  Other pupils attending 
LKDSB schools pay tuition fees based on the grant allocations and Board 
approved rate adjustments. 
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Other Budget Remarks: 
The education funding model (Grants for Student Needs) generates a school board’s 

funding for the most part based on student enrolment.  Our district continues to experience 

declining enrolment with a projected reduction projected to be about 489 fewer students 

for the 2016-17 school year.  

While the funding model includes a declining enrolment grant to provide some time to 

make expenditure adjustments, the impact of our region multi-year decline in school age 

children and the phase out of the declining enrolment grant has resulted in the need to 

reduce operating costs. 

 
 


	UOther Budget Remarks:

